RUSSIA AND THE WEST IN IRAN

ever a meeting place of Orientals in Europe. Furthermore, owing to
Hitler's openly anti-Soviet policy until 1939, the German capital
became a center of the Pan-Turanian Prometheist movement, which
strove for the liberation of oppressed Turkic groups from Russian
domination.

With regard to Iran, emphasis was laid on a number of points on
which the Iranians were particularly sensitive. Aware of their sensi-
bility about economic exploitation by foreigners, the Nazis stressed
that Iran should get rid of foreign technicians and should acquire her
own equipment under the guidance of German experts. Despite their
dubious logic, these persuasions fell on fertile ground, especially
since they were supported by good precedents. In the twenties, the
Iranians had employed German experts in technical, economic, and
cultural capacities and were appreciative of their services. As early as
1927, soon after Dr. Millspaugh's dismissal, a German financial ad-
viser, Dr. Botzke, had been engaged by the Iranian government. He
had been followed in 1928 by Dr. Lindenblatt, who had become
Director of the newly founded Bank-i-Melli-yi-Iran. Later the num-
ber of German advisers in various government departments had
considerably increased. Even the Ministry of Education, this always
sensitive organ under authoritarian governments, availed itself in
the middle thirties of the services of a German adviser.

The Germans made quite an effort to gain a foothold in the Iranian
school system. Successful arrangements were made to staff higher and
specialized schools with German teachers. Professor Londhoff became
the head of the technological department in the Industrial School in
Teheran. By 1939 seven German professors were engaged in the
same school. The policy of bringing young Iranians to study at Ger-
man universities was not without effect on their subsequent pro-
German orientation. The doctoral dissertations of these students
were characteristically Germanophile in tendency.13

To remove any causes for misunderstanding under the Nuremberg
Racial Laws, a special decree of the Reich cabinet in 1936 exempted
the Iranians, as "pure Aryans," from their restrictive provisions. In
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